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Introduction

Individuals may derive more psychological benefit from religiosity when society values religion, because religious 

people are valued in religious societies, and people evaluate themselves based on living up to cultural values.1,2

We aimed to: (a) test this hypothesis in childhood and adolescence, and (b) examine the relevance of various 

cultural units of analysis (country and religion [sub]cultures) to this hypothesis.
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Conclusions

Our findings largely replicated the personal religiosity by culture interaction with various measures and in different contexts.

The effects of cultural context on the personal religiosity – well-being link extends to youth and religion-related subcultures.
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Participants

538 Jewish-Israeli adolescents from secular, traditional, Orthodox, and ultra-

Orthodox homes (52.4% female; Mage = 15.7, SDage = 1.6)

Materials

Religion group: Participants indicated their family religion background.

Personal religiosity: Saroglou’s Four Basic Dimensions of Religiousness Scale.7

Psychological well-being: Same as Study 1, replaced items derived from Ryff’s six 
components of psychological well-being4 with Rosenberg Self Esteem Scale8.

Results

Personal religiosity and well-being were more positively and strongly related in 

more religious groups.

Hypothesis

We expected a 

more positive 

religiosity-well-

being link in more 

religious contexts.

Participants

78,510 children across 29 countries (49.7% female; Mage = 11.0, SDage = 1.2)

Materials

Personal religiosity: Time outside of school spent in religious activities relative to 

non-religious activites.

Country religiosity: Joshanloo and Gebauers’ country-level religiosity index.3

Psychological well-being: Composite of items derived 

from Ryff’s six components of psychological well-
being4, Huebner’s Student Life Satisfaction Scale5, 

Feldman-Barrett and Russell’s core affect 
framework6.

Results

Personal religiosity was negatively related to well-

being in countries that are low on religiosity.
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